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COLLABORATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE
INTERNATIONAL NETWORK FOR QUALITY
ASSURANCE AGENCIES IN HIGHER EDUCATION
(INQAAHE) AND THE CATALAN UNIVERSITY
QUALITY ASSURANCE AGENCY (AQU CATALUNYA)
TO COORDINATE AND COLLABORATE ON THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE INQAAHE PERMANENT
HEADQUARTERS IN BARCELONA

2026_ INQSEC26_I_INQAAHE_C

BY AND BETWEEN

Mr Francesc Xavier Grau i Vidal, president of the
Catalan University Quality Assurance Agency
(hereinafter, “AQU Catalunya”), appointed by
Agreement GOV/267/2022, of 6 December, by
which Mr Francesc Xavier Grau i Vidal was
appointed president of the Catalan University
Quality Assurance Agency (DOGC No. 8809, of 9
December 2022), exercising the powers vested in
him by Article 11 of Decree 315/2016, of 8
November, approving the Statutes of AQU
Catalunya.

AND

Ms Mary Catharine Lennon, acting in her capacity as
Interim Chief Executive Officer and legal
representative of the International Network for
Quality Assurance Agencies in Higher Education
(hereinafter “INQAAHE"), by virtue of the powers of
representation granted by the INQAAHE Board of
Directors on 18 November 2025.

THEY DECLARE

The International Network for Quality Assurance
Agencies in Higher Education (INQAAHE) is a global
association of organisations whose purpose is to
ensure the quality of higher education. It brings
together more than 300 organisations working in
the field of quality assurance in higher education,
most of which are quality assurance agencies.

Since 1998, the Catalan University Quality
Assurance Agency (AQU Catalunya) has been a
member of INQAAHE and, since 2013, has served as

AQU CATALUNYA

CONVENI DE COL-LABORACIO ENTRE LA
INTERNATIONAL NETWORK FOR QUALITY
ASSURANCE AGENCIES IN HIGHER EDUCATION
(INQAAHE) | AGENCIA PER A LA QUALITAT DEL
SISTEMA UNIVERSITARI DE CATALUNYA (AQU
CATALUNYA) PER A LA COORDINACIO |
COL-LABORACIO PER A L’ESTABLIMENT DE LA SEU
PERMANENT DE L'INQAAHE A BARCELONA
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REUNITS

D’una part, el senyor Francesc Xavier Grau i Vidal,
president de I’Agéncia per a la Qualitat del Sistema
Universitari de Catalunya (en endavant, “AQU
Catalunya”), nomenat per I’Acord GOV/267/2022,
de 6 de desembre, pel qual es nomena el senyor
Francesc Xavier Grau i Vidal president de I'Agéencia
per a la Qualitat del Sistema Universitari de
Catalunya, que actua en exercici de les funcions de
té atribuides a I'article 11 del Decret 315/2016, de 8
de novembre, pel qual s’aproven els Estatuts de
I’Agencia per la Qualitat del Sistema Universitari de
Catalunya.

La Sra. Mary Catharine Lennon, actuant en la seva
qualitat de directora executiva interina i
representant legal de la International Network for
Quality Assurance Agencies in Higher Education (en
endavant, “INQAAHE"), en virtut dels poders de
representacio atorgats pel Consell d'Administracid
d'INQAAHE el 18 de novembre de 2025.

EXPOSEN

Que la International Network for Quality Assurance
Agencies in Higher Education és una associacid
mundial d’organitzacions que té com a objectiu
assegurar la qualitat de I’educacié superior.
Concretament, agrupa més de 300 organitzacions
que treballen per I'assegurament de la qualitat de
I'educacié superior, la major part agencies de
qualitat.

Que, des de I'any 1998, I’Agéncia per a la Qualitat
del Sistema Universitari de Catalunya forma part de
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its Secretariat, being responsible for its
administration and management.

In 2020, the INQAAHE Governing Board launched an
open and competitive process to select its
permanent headquarters, and the city of Barcelona
was chosen as the host city, with the support of
AQU Catalunya.

On 31 January 2022, INQAAHE and AQU Catalunya
signed the Collaboration Agreement for the
coordination and cooperation in establishing the
permanent headquarters of INQAAHE in Barcelona.
Clause Five of that Agreement provided that: “This
collaboration agreement shall have an initial term of
four years from the date of its signature and may be
extended for a further four years by express
agreement of the parties.”

Upon expiry of the validity period of the Agreement
of 31 January 2022, both parties consider it
necessary to sign a new collaboration agreement for
the coordination and cooperation in establishing
the permanent headquarters of INQAAHE in
Barcelona.

Considering the foregoing, INQAAHE and AQU
Catalunya adopt the following:

AGREEMENTS

One. Object

This Agreement establishes the basis and conditions
under which INQAAHE and AQU Catalunya shall
coordinate, cooperate, and assume their respective
obligations in relation to INQAAHE’s use of
workspace within AQU Catalunya’s offices, as well
as the services and support provided by AQU
Catalunya at its premises located in Barcelona.

Second. Commitments of the Parties

AQU Catalunya, acting as the agency providing
support to the permanent headquarters of
INQAAHE in Barcelona, shall provide INQAAHE with
the following:

> Use of AQU Catalunya’s registered address for

AQU CATALUNYA

I'INQAAHE i des de I'any 2013 n’exerceix el seu
Secretariat, sent responsable de la seva
administracié i gestio.

Que durant I'any 2020, el Consell de Govern
d'INQAAHE va convocar un procés obert i
competitiu per escollir la seva seu permanent, i que
la ciutat de Barcelona va ser escollida per establir-hi
la seu, on comptara amb el suport d'AQU Catalunya.

Que el 31 de gener de 2022, 'INQAAHE i AQU
Catalunya van signar el Conveni de col-laboracio per
a la coordinacié i col-laboracio per a I'establiment
de la seu permanent de I'[INQAAHE a Barcelona. En
la seva clausula cinquena s’establia que: “El present
conveni de col-laboracio té una vigéncia inicial, a
partir de la seva signatura, de quatre anys, el qual es
prorrogara per quatre anys més per acord exprés de
les parts.”

Que atesa la finalitzacié de la vigencia del Conveni
de 31 de gener de 2022, ambdues parts consideren
necessaria la signatura d’un nou conveni de
col-laboracio per a la coordinacid i col-laboracid per
a I'establiment de la seu permanent de I'INQAAHE a
Barcelona.

Per tot I'exposat, 'INQAAHE i AQU Catalunya
adopten els seglients

ACORDS
Primer. Objecte

El present conveni té com a objecte establir les
bases i les condicions mitjancant les quals
I'INQAAHE i AQU Catalunya es coordinen,
col-laboren i es fan carrec de les obligacions
relatives a la utilitzacio per part de I'INQAAHE d’un
espai a les oficines de la seu d’AQU Catalunya, aixi
com els serveis i suport proporcionat per AQU
Catalunya a la seu situada a la ciutat de Barcelona.

Segon. Compromisos de les parts

AQU Catalunya, en condicié d’agencia que dona
suport a la seu permanent de 'INQAAHE a
Barcelona, proporcionara a INQAAHE:

> L’Us de I'adreca de la seu d’AQU Catalunya a
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formal and legal purposes.

> Mail forwarding services for any physical
correspondence received at AQU Catalunya’s
headquarters. When physical mail addressed
to INQAAHE is received, the Agency will notify
INQAAHE of its receipt as soon as possible.

> Access to meeting rooms and other facilities to
host visitors or hold in-person meetings in
Barcelona.

> A telephone line with voicemail functionality.

> IT support services, including information
security, antivirus protection, firewalls, and
related services.

> Storage space for INQAAHE’s files and
materials.

> Staff support from AQU Catalunya, which shall
be invoiced at EUR 39.50 per hour. This
support may include, among others, personnel
from the communications unit, administration,
legal advisory services, IT services, and internal
quality assurance. Such support shall be
limited to 400 hours per year.

INQAAHE personnel shall comply with the
regulations governing the use of AQU Catalunya’s
facilities and services and shall pay AQU Catalunya
an annual amount to compensate for the associated
costs.

Third. Financing

The expenses arising from the support provided by
AQU Catalunya, as indicated in paragraph four of
Section Two of this Agreement, shall be borne by
INQAAHE and paid to AQU Catalunya.

Throughout the term of this Agreement, INQAAHE
shall pay the following amounts to AQU Catalunya:

> An annual amount of USD 4,795 as facility costs,
to be paid in two instalments: one half during
the first quarter of the year, and the second half
in July of the same year.

> USD 39.50 per hour for AQU Catalunya staff

AQU CATALUNYA

efectes formals i legals.

> El servei de reenviament de correu fisic que
arribi a I'adreca seu d’AQU Catalunya. Quan es
rebi correu fisic adrecat a 'INQAAHE, I’Agencia
en comunicara la recepcié a I'esmentada entitat
tan aviat com sigui possible.

> Accés a espais i sales de reunions per tal
d’acollir visitants o fer reunions presencials amb
a Barcelona.

> Una linia telefonica amb contestador
automatic.

> Suport informatic, incloent-hi seguretat de la
informacid, antivirus, tallafocs, etc.

> Espai d’emmagatzematge per a arxius i material
de la INQAAHE.

> Suport de personal d’AQU Catalunya a
necessitats de la INQAAHE, es facturara a 39,50
EUR per hora realitzada. El suport inclou, entre
altres, personal de comunicacid,
d’administracio, de I'assessoria juridica, de
serveis informatics i de qualitat interna. Aquet
suport es limita a 400 hores anuals.

El personal d’'INQAAHE seguira les normatives d’us
dels espais i dels serveis d’AQU Catalunya i abonara a
I’Agéencia uns imports a I'any per compensar les
despeses ocasionades.

Tercer. Finangament

Les despeses originades com a resultat del suport
proporcionat per AQU Catalunya, indicat en I’Acord
segon del present conveni, seran abonades per
I'INQAAHE a AQU Catalunya.

L'INQAAHE abonara, durant els anys de vigencia del
present conveni, els imports seglients a AQU
Catalunya:

> Unimport anual de 4.795 USD en concepte de
facility costs, que abonara en dos cops: una
meitat durant el primer trimestre de I'any i la
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providing support to INQAAHE, in accordance with
the record referred to in the previous clause. AQU
Catalunya shall calculate the hours performed on a
semi-annual basis through the “Carregues horaries”
(Workload Tracking) application. Invoicing shall be
carried out twice a year: in July, for the workload
generated between January and June; and —in
January, for the workload generated between July
and December. Should the number of hours exceed
the initial annual limit of 400 hours, the
compensation for the additional hours shall be
agreed upon by the Joint Monitoring Committee of
the agreement.

> The costs of forwarding physical
correspondence, as well as any other expenses
previously agreed upon by both entities. These
costs shall be re-invoiced twice a year, in July
and January.

> During the month of January of the following
year, INQAAHE shall pay AQU Catalunya the
amount resulting from the regularisation of the
hours performed by AQU Catalunya between
July and December of the previous year.

Fourth. Processing of Personal Data

Any processing of personal data carried out within
the framework of this Agreement shall comply with
the applicable legislation in force on the protection
of personal data.

Fifth. Term

This Collaboration Agreement shall enter into force
on the date of its signature and shall remain valid
for an initial term of four (4) years. It may be
extended for an additional period of up to four (4)
years, subject to the express written agreement of
the Parties.

Sixth. Monitoring Committee

For the purposes of monitoring the implementation
of this Agreement, AQU Catalunya and INQAAHE
shall each appoint one (1) representative. These
representatives shall act as the designated contact
persons for matters relating to the implementation
of this Agreement and for the resolution of any

AQU CATALUNYA

segona meitat al mes de juliol de I'any en curs.

> 39,50 USD per hora de personal de I’Agéncia
que doni suport a 'INQAAHE d’acord amb el
registre esmentat en la clausula anterior. AQU
Catalunya fara el recompte de les hores
realitzades amb una periodicitat semestral a
través de I'aplicacidé “Carregues horaries”. La
facturacio es fara dos cops: al mes de juliol les
carregues generades en el periode gener-juny i
al gener les carregues generades del juliol al
desembre. Si hi hagués un excés d’hores de les
400 hores inicials, la retribucié de les mateixes
sera acordada per la Comissid de seguiment
del conveni.

> Els costos de reenviament de correspondéncia
fisica i altres despeses acordades previament
per ambdues entitats. La refacturacid es fara
en dos periodes a I’any, al juliol i al gener.

> Durant el mes de gener de I'any successiu,
I'INQAAHE haura d’abonar a AQU Catalunya la
quantitat resultant de la regularitzacié d’hores
efectuades per AQU Catalunya des del mes de
juliol al mes de desembre de I'any anterior.

Quart. Tractament de dades de caracter personal

El tractament de les dades de caracter personal que
s’utilitzin en la relacié s’atendra allo que disposa la
normativa vigent en materia de proteccio de dades
de caracter personal.

Cinqueé. Vigencia
El present conveni de col-laboracié té una vigéncia
inicial, a partir de la seva signatura, de quatre anys,

el qual es prorrogara per quatre anys més per acord
exprés de les parts.

Sise. Comissio de seguiment

AQU Catalunya i 'INQAAHE nomenaran una
persona de cada entitat que seran les interlocutores
pel que fa a I'aplicacid i la resolucié de dubtes del
conveni.
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issues arising therefrom.

Seventh. Settlement of Disputes

Any disputes, controversies, or claims arising
between the Parties in connection with the
interpretation, application, or performance of this
Agreement shall, in the first instance, be submitted
to the Monitoring Committee for resolution. Should
no agreement be reached within the Monitoring
Committee, the Parties shall seek to resolve the
matter amicably.

Eighth. Termination of the Agreement
This Agreement may be terminated in any of the
following circumstances:

a) By mutual written agreement of the Parties.

b) By written notice from either Party expressing its
intention to terminate the Agreement, subject to six
(6) months’ prior written notice.

c) In the event of a material breach of the
commitments established herein by either Party.

d) Upon expiry of the term of this Agreement, if the
Parties have not agreed to its extension.

e) In the event of supervening legal or material
impossibility of performance.

f) For any other grounds provided for under the
applicable legislation.

AQU CATALUNYA

Sete. Resolucié de controversies

Totes les qiiestions i les divergéncies que puguin
sorgir entre les parts per rad de la interpretacio,
I'aplicacio o I'execucio d'aquest conveni seran
resoltes, en primer lloc, en el si de la Comissié de
seguiment, o bé, per amigable resolucid.

Vuite. Resolucié de I'acord
Aguest conveni podra ésser resolt:
a) Per mutu acord de les parts.

b) Per la comunicacié per escrit de qualsevol de les
parts de resoldre el conveni, amb un preavis de 6
mesos.

c) Per I'incompliment dels compromisos establerts
en el present conveni.

d) Pel transcurs del termini de vigéncia del conveni
sense haver-se acordat la prorroga del mateix.

e) Per la impossibilitat sobrevinguda, legal o
material, del seu compliment.

f) Per qualsevol altra causa establerta per la
normativa vigent.

And, in witness whereof, the parties hereto have signed this collaboration agreement electronically.
I, com a prova de conformitat amb el contingut d’aquest conveni, les parts el signen electronicament.

For the Catalan University Quality Assurance Agency

Per I’Agencia per a la Qualitat del Sistema Universitari de Catalunya

Francesc Xavier Pigitally signed by
Francesc Xavier Grau Vidal

Grau Vidal - DNI - DNi39850167E (SIG)
Date: 2026.03.27 09:40:33

39850167E (SIG) ;o100

For the International Network for Quality Assurance Agencies in Higher Education
Per la International Network for Quality Assurance Agencies in Higher Education

74148279G MARY Fecha:

CATHARINE 2026.03.26
LENNON (R: 14:14:50
N8041119B) +01'00'
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